s moral crusade 1s wrecked

by sex scandal at Soho Square

aria Alam, above, a former model, is.sald to have had affaif;
ith Sven-Goran Eriksson, the England football coach, below
Aft, and his boss, Mark Palios, the FA’s chief executive

By Ashling 0'Connor

FOR two of the most powerful
men in English football, the
attractive secretary  at  the
game’s London headquarters
proved to be an engaging
companion.

Sven-Goran  Eriksson, the
England coach. and Mark Pal-
ios, his boss as chief executive
of the Foothall Association,
found themselves competing
for the attentions of Faria
Alam. But the actions of the
men, who run English foothall,
have raised serious concerns
about the governance at the
FA’s Soho Square headquarters
in Central London.

Employment Jawvers said
last night that the men’s behav-
iour may have exposed them
and the FA to explosive sex dis-
crimination cases. After a week
of denials from the FA after the
publication of the allegations in
a Sunday newspaper, the gov-
erning body was forced into a
humiliating admission that Mr
Erjksson had indeed had sex
with Ms Alam.

Worse, the FA had to con-
cede that Mr Palios also had
sexual relations with the secre-
tary within the same six-month
period.

Ms Alam, 38, a former mod-
el, is on annual leave this week
from the FA, where she is per-
sonal assistant to David Davies,
an executive director of the
sport’s governing body. She is
believed to be taking legal ad-
vice about her situation.

[t is understood that no disci-
plinary action is to be taken
against either Mr Eriksson, 56,
or Mr Palios, 51. who are bhoth
single.

However, there is still the
question of how the FA came
to issue a denial last week that
a relationship between Ms
Alam and Mr Eriksson existed.

Senior members of the FAs
12-man executive hoard are de-
manding to be told why the or-
ganisation was forced, on Sun-
day. to issue a humiliating U-
turn confirming the affair. How
much damage is caused by the
latest scandal to rock the FA de-
pends on the handling of Ms
Alam when she returns to work
on Menday remains to he seen.
If she is forced out of her
£35,000-a-year job, questions
would be asked about why Mr
Eriksson and Mr Palios are still
in their posts.

“Extreme caution is re-
quired,” Nicholas Lakeland, an
employment lawyer and part-
ner at Silverman Sherliker.
said. “These things can end up
in court very easily, particuarly
when relationships come to an
end, because potentially vou
are talking about a Sex Discrim-
ination Act claim if the treat-
ment of the female employee is
different from that of the niale
employee.”

No decision has been taken
about Ms Alam’s future but FA
insiders suggested that a com-
promise deal could possibly be
sought involving a pay-off and
a waiving of her right to pursue
a legal claim. Even if she stavs,

“It's like Fonthallers
Wives but
raunchier”

ON A DATE

® July 1.8: Sunday newspaper
alleges Sven having afiair with
FA emplovee

B July 19: FA say “rumours
are 100 per cent incorrect”
¥ July 19: Nancy Delt'Qllio is
said to have asked Sven to
leave their house in London

M July 24: Faria Alam admits
having an affair with Sven

B July 24: FA find out chief
executive Mark Palios also
had a relationship with her

& Iuly 27: She goes on leave

life may be made difficull in a
working environment that stilt
has to shed jts “jobs for the
boys™ image.

Although Ms Alam did not
report directly to Mr Palios or
Mr Eriksson, the affair raises
questions about the profession-
alism of the FA after a string of
compromising stories involving
the erudite Swede's love life
and his overt flirtation with the
head coach’s job at Chelsea.

With between two thirds and
three guarters of British em-
plovees admitting to a fling
with a colleague. according to
recent research. there should
be no surprise that the FA is a
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